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Margaret 
Thatcher 
continues

John Major 
elected as new 
PM

London 
benchmarked 
vs other World 
Cities for the 
first time

John Major wins

Britain exits 
EERM

London starts 
to sell itself

National Lottery

Euro 96

London Pride 
Partnership 
produces 
Prespectus

London 
“Millennium City”

Cross Party 
consensus 
for a new 
government 
for London

New Labour 
elected

‘Cool Britannia’

London’s 
image boosted 
by Newsweek

Referendum 
for London

Good Friday 
Agreement

New form 
of London 
government 
endorsed

Deregulation 
of City

GLA Act

Jubilee line 
extension 
opens

London Eye 
opens

London Plan 
published

Congestion 
charge 
introduced

Strategy
for growth

Traffic 
reduction

Oyster card 
launched

Gordon Brown 
elected as PM

HS1 opens
at St Pancras 
International

Boris Johnson 
elected as 
Mayor of 
London

Global crash

Ken 
Livingstone 
re-elected

General 
election – new 
Labour win 
third term

London win 
Olympics bid

7/7 Bombings

Global focus 
on London 
through the 
summer

General 
election – 
David Cameron 
becomes PM

Crossrail 1 
finally gets 
go ahead

Coalition 
government

‘Austerity’

London & 
Partners set up

Single agency 
to sell London

London 
Olympics

Boris Johnson 
re-elected

Eyes of world 
on London

Sadiq Khan 
wins Mayoralty

Brexit

Theresa May 
becomes PM

Tate Modern 
extension 
completed 
and opens

General 
election – 
Conservatives 
gain an outright 
majority

London 
population 
all time high

Busiest day
on Tube

Austerity 
continues

GLA set up

Ken 
Livingstone 
elected as first 
Mayor of 
London

2017
Trigger 
Article 50
(March)

Big Bang 
(Financial 
Services Act)

GLC abolished

Conservatives 
win 3rd term

Enter EERM

European 
issues break

Margaret 
Thatcher 
resigns

LPAC World 
City published

General 
election

Maastricht 
treaty

Black 
Wednesday

London First 
launched

Jubilee 
line extension 
starts 
construction

Crossrail 
killed off

London First 
Centre set up

Millennium 
year successful 
despite Dome

Tate Modern 
and Millennium 
Bridge open
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New Labour 
wins second 
term

Early 
indications of 
Global financial 
credit squeeze

Heathrow 
Terminal 5 
opens

2018
London 
Local 
Elections

2020
General 
Election

London 1986 – 2016 – ?
Big Bang, Brexit and Beyond

27 October 2016 


